
 

ear friend of Christian Help,  

 

This newsletter is out a bit later 

in autumn than usual, but there’s 

plenty of inspiring and important 

work around here that has kept 

me from attending to it, so that’s 

a pretty good excuse.  Let me tell 

you a bit about it.   

 

Of course, major preparations are 

going on for the big Christmas 

distribution program, which will 

take place December 21 this year.  

As I write this, there are well 

over 200 families registered to 

receive toys and/or food for 

Christmas. Registrations are coming in from other parts of the county, outside of our 

little town of Kermit. 

 

We’re excited about our volunteers who journey here from far away in order to help.  

Already the students of Sacred Heart Academy in Louisville have made their annual de-

livery of toys and cash.  And there's a great group of kids coming from Marist Academy 

in Atlanta, Georgia, to help with the distribution for the very first time!  We usually see 

several friends who come on their own from distant places, too, so please know that 

you’re most welcome to come and help.  We’d love to see you. 

 

 few weeks ago you received a letter from me, asking you to consider making a do-

nation to the Sr. Brendan Conlon Warm Hearts, Warm Homes Fund.  That’s the spe-

cial fund we started last year to honor Sr. Brendan and to help provide relief to low- 
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 Inside: 
 

A note from a dear Christian 
Help client that you’ll want to 
read: “What Christian Help 

Means to Me” 
 

Christmas distribution  
preparations are underway.   
Volunteers from all over are 
part of this amazing event. 

 
Update on the Sr. Brendan 

Warm Hearts, Warm Homes 
Fund: your wonderful  

response will help keep  
families warm. 

 
Important funding: Christian 
Help receives two grants to 
help low-income people in 

Mingo County! 
 

Here’s our Delphia (left) taking the registration of one of Chris-

tian Help’s dear clients for this year’s Christmas distribution.  

This young woman’s family will have toys and a fine Christmas 

dinner, thanks to the kindness of many Christian Help donors.   

 

Christian Help volunteer Gail Ruble has been hard at work preparing 

hundreds of donated toys for distribution to local low-income families. 

The annual distribution takes place December 21 this year! 



 income families who struggle to heat their homes during the winter months.  I mailed 

that appeal on October 18, and as of the end of November, we had received over 

$15,000 in donations.  Enthusiastic thank you’s to everyone who responded so gen-

erously. (We’re still taking donations for this fund, if you’d 

like to throw some nickels into the hat.) 

 

The need for the fund will only increase: The electric compa-

ny is currently seeking a new rate hike of 17 percent.  That 

would follow the 7.4% increase that took effect July 1, 2010.  

And that one followed a 12.1% increase that took effect Oc-

tober 1, 2009.  An op-ed column that I wrote, about how dev-

astating these rate hikes can be for the clients we serve, was 

published November 19 in the Charleston Gazette.  You can 

find it online at: http://www.wvgazette.com/Opinion/

OpEdCommentaries/201011190795.   

 

peaking of funding, here’s some good news to pass along.  

A few weeks ago, I received word that Christian Help 

has been awarded two grants from Americans Helping 

Americans, a great organization that does a lot for people in 

need in our country.  We’ll get $10,000 to help pay dental 

care expenses for our clients, and $5,000 to help with utili-

ty bills.  The willingness of AHA to provide not one but two 

significant grants says a lot about the importance of the work 

we do here, and the trust that they have in our agency.   

 

On the next page, I wanted pass along a copy of a note we 

recently received here from one of our dear and longtime clients.  As a supporter of 

what we do, you should feel free to take her expression of “What Christian Help Means 

to Me” as also meaning “What Your Donations to Christian Help Mean to Me.” 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support of Christian Help of Mingo County.  As we come 

to the end of another year, we’re very conscious of how important that support is to the 

work we do here.  May God bless you and your family with a merry Christmas! 
 

 

 
 

P.S. Making a donation in the name of a loved one is a gift rich with meaning.  We still have 

some gift acknowledgement cards left to help you do that.  Drop me an email 

(bhudock@christianhelpmingo.org) if you’d like any of these cards.    

S 
Christian Help founder Sr. Bren-

dan Conlon cleans a donated 

teddy bear into like-new condi-

tion.  It’ll be given away, with 

thousands of other toys, at the 

December 21 Christmas distri-

bution and end up under the tree 

of a local low-income family. 

 

Barry Hudock, Executive Director 
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